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twenty-four years old,* that enabled the Foxites to
keep the flag of liberty flying against the united public
opinion of a panic-stricken nation. Nor did they let
their pleasures interfere with these more serious
activities. After eighteen hours of uninterrupted
gambling, Charles Fox would arrive at the House of
Commons to electrify his fellow members by a
brilliant discourse on American taxation. Rakes and
ladies of fashion intersperse their narratives of intrigue
with discussions on politics, on literature, even on
morals. For they were not unmoral. Their lapses came
from passion not from principle; and they are liable at
any time to break out in contrite acknowledgments
of guilt, and artless resolutions for future improve-
ment. Indeed it was one of die paradoxes created by
their mixed composition that, though they were
worldly, they were not sophisticated. Their elaborate
manners masked simple reactions. Like their mode of
life their characters were essentially natural; spontan-
eous, unintrospective, brimming over widi normal
feelings, love of home and family, loyalty, convivial-
ity, desire for fame, hero-worship, patriotism. And
they showed their feelings too. Happy creatures! They
lived before the days of the stiff upper lip and die in-
hibited public school Englishman. A manly tear stood
* Pitt diverged from the Whigs in later life: but he was brought
up among them; and is, so far, representative of the Whig tradition.
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